
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
  

 
In the fifteen years from 1990 to 2004, 100 agricultural fatalities were classified as animal related. 83.0% of 
the animal-related deaths occurred during agricultural work. In 80.0% of the cases the victims themselves 
were working. 

Fast Facts: 
Animal-Related Fatalities 
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Injury Surveillance Program

 

Agricultural Fatalities 
1990-2004 

Type of Animal-Related Fatal Injury Event Type of Animal-Related Fatal Injury Event 
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 In 76.0% of the animal-related deaths, the victim had been struck by an animal. 

 
 

Type of Animal Involved in Fatal Injury Event 
 
 
 42

29
23

2 4

0

10

20

30

40

50

N
um

be
r

Horse Bull Cow Dog Other

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Horses were involved in 42.0% of the animal-related fatalities. 
 



Month of Occurrence for Animal-Related Fatalities 
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 Animal-related fatalities occurred most frequently in the summer months. 
 
 

Age and Gender of Persons Fatally Injured by Animals 
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 Male Female Total  
<15 8 6 14 14.0% 

15-59 27 10 37 37.0% 
60+ 43 6 49 49.0% 

Total: 78 22 100  
 78.0% 22.0%   

 
 

 49.0% of the persons killed in animal-related incidents were aged 60 or over. 
 Over all age groups, 78.0% of the victims were male. 

 



Location of Occurrence for Animal-Related Fatalities 
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 The most common locations for animal-related fatalities were fields (25.0%), animal 
pens (25.0%), barns (19.0%) and farm yards (13.0%). 

 
 
 

Relationship of Persons Fatally Injured by Animals to 
Owner/Operators 
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 48.0% of those killed in animal-related incidents were owner/operators.  
 15.0% of the victims were children of owner operators.  

 
 
 
 



Anatomic Locations of Animal-Related Agricultural Injuries 
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 In 27.0% of the animal-related fatalities, the chest was the body part cited in the 
primary nature of injury. In a further 26.0% of the cases, the most seriously injured 
body part was the head.  

 
 
 
 

15-Year Trend for Animal-Related Fatalities 
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 There was great year-to-year variation in the number of animal-related fatalities. 
 There was no clear trend in the annual number of animal fatalities over the 

surveillance period. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Recommendations 
 
 

 Handlers of large animals should not work on foot inside an animal holding pen or chute 
system unless they are protected by secure panels or gates which would prevent them 
from being crushed. 

 Escape routes should be planned and farmers should avoid being trapped in small 
areas with large animals. 

 Livestock gates should be designed with an exit to facilitate rapid escape. 
 Farmers should not work alone around unpredictable large animals that may be 

aggressive or temperamental, especially bulls and horses. 
 When conducting herd tasks such as vaccination or tagging, a chute should be used 

that restricts livestock to single-file movement. 
 Prior to mounting a horse, the girth strap and reins should be checked for wear. The 

rider should ensure that they are tightly fastened. 
 CSA-approved helmets should be worn when riding horses. 
 When travelling on public roadways, horse-drawn buggies, wagons and farm equipment 

must comply with highway traffic laws. 
 A horse or cow should not be approached from its blind spot. Many fatal ‘struck by 

animal’ injuries result when victims approach a horse or cow from behind or stand in the 
animal’s ‘kick zone’ (see diagram). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


